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)MENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims to read as follows: 
(Canceled) 

(Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 6, wherein at least one of the body 
portions comprises a magnetic element disposed thereon. 

(Original) The jewelry article of claim 2, wherein the magnetic element is a rare earth 

magnet. 

(Cancelled) 

(Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 6, wherein the first and second body 

portions magnetically couple together to form a ring, a bracelet, an earring, a choker, a 

bezel, a pendant, or a broach. 

(Currently amended) A jewelry article comprising: 

a setting having a mounting portion; 

a first body portion having a holding portion, the holding portion capable of holding the 
mounting portion except from at least one direction; and 

a second body portion capable of magnetically coupling with the first body portion, the 

second body portion capable of holding the mounting portion from the at least one 
direction when magnetically coupled to the first body portion, 

wherein the first and second body portions are substantially identical and t he body 
portions are separable from one another by non-rotational movement of the 
second body portion relative to the first body portion in the at least one direction 
to break magnetic coupling between the body portions. 

(Canceled) 

(Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 11, wherein the means for 
magnetically coupling the first and second means comprises at least one magnet. 
(Currently amended) A jewelry article comprising: 
a setting; 

first means for holding the setting except from at least one direction; 
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second means for holding the setting from the at least one direction , wherein the first 

means for holding the setting and the second means for holding the setting are 

substantially identical ; 
means for magnetically coupling the first and second means for holding the setting; and 
means for separating the first and second means by non-rotational movement of said 

second means relative to said first means in the at least one direction to break 

magnetic coupling between the first and second means. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 1 1 , fiirther comprising means for 
preventing tilting of the setting in the magnetically coupled first and second means. 

14-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 6, wherein the mounting portion of the 
setting includes a first rectilinear structure, and wherein the holding portion of the first 
body portion includes a second rectilinear structure being substantially complementary to 
the first rectilinear structure, whereby the first and second rectilinear structures mate with 
one another in the at least one direction when mounting the setting on the first body 
portion and hold the setting except fi-om the at least one direction. 

22. (Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 21, wherein the second rectilinear 
structure defines a negative area in the first body portion. 

23. (Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 6, wherein: 

the first body portion includes a first half of a ring having a first surface, 

the holding portion defines a negative area in the first surface in which the mounting 

portion of the setting positions, and 
the second body portion includes a second half of the ring having a second surface 



24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Previously presented) The jewelry article of claim 11, wherein the means for separating 
the first and second means comprises means for pulling apart the first and second means. 



magnetically coupling to the first surface. 
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26. 



27. 



(Previously presented) A jewelry article comprising: 
a setting having a mounting portion; 

a first body portion having a holding portion, the holding portion capable of holding the 

mounting portion except fi*om at least one direction; and 
a second body portion capable of magnetically coupling with the first body portion, the 

second body portion capable of holding the mounting portion from the at least one 

direction when magnetically coupled to the first body portion; wherein: 

the body portions are separable from one another in the at least one direction to 

break magnetic coupling between the body portions; and 
the means for separating the first and second means comprises means for pushing 
the setting in the at least one direction to separate the first and second 
means and break magnetic coupling therebetween. 
(Currently amended) A ring comprising: 
an interchangeable setting; 

a first half of the ring having a first inner surface, the setting mounting on the first half of 
the ring such that the first half of the ring holds the setting except firom one 
direction; and 

a second half of the ring having a second inner surface, the second surface magnetically 
coupling to the first inner surface of the first half of the ring such that the second 
half of the ring holds the setting firom the one direction, 

wherein the first inner surface includes a first rectilinear structure, and wherein the setting 
includes a second rectilinear structure being substantially complementary to the 
first rectilinear structure, whereby the first and second rectilinear structures mate 
with one another in the one direction when mounting the setting on the first half 
of the ring and hold the setting except from the one direction and the magnetically 
coupled halves of the ring are separable fi*om one another by non-rotational 
movement of one half relative to the other half in the one direction to break the 
magnetic coupling between the halves of the ring and to interchange the setting. 

225844.V1 4 




HOWR6Y 



ATTORNEVS AT LAW 



Serial No.: 10/684,938 
Confirmation No.: 7909 
Applicant: Ronald W. Hartgrove 
Atty. Ref.: 1 1 149.0029.DVUS01 



28. 

29. 

30. 
31. 

32. 



(Previously presented) The ring of claim 27, wherein the inner surface of at least one of 
the halves of the ring includes a rare earth magnet. 

(Previously presented) The ring of claim 27, wherein the first and second halves of the 

ring are substantially identical. 

(Cancelled) 

(Currently amended) The ring of claim 27^, wherein the first rectilinear structure 
includes a negative area defined in the first surface of the first half of the ring. 
(Previously presented) The ring of claim 27, wherein the setting includes a mounting 
portion engaged by portions of the first and second surface and includes a decorative 
portion extending beyond the magnetically coupled halves of the ring. 
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